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A Letter From The Principals

AMS Open House:
1 September: 6:00-7:00pm
6th & 7th Graders

Band room open:
Aug. 31st & Sep. 1st

1:30-3:30 New band students
come try instruments .

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL.:
6 September: 8:45-11:30

Orientation day for ALL 6th
graders and new 7th & 8th
graders only.

7 September: 8:45f 3:10
First full day for all students

*Note: On Fridays, school
starts at 9:30am.

PICTURE DAY:
14 September

Vi

DRAMA CLUB MEETING:
20 September, 3:15pm

FALL PLAY AUDITIONS:
27 September, 3:15pm

AMS Fall Sports begin:

FOOTBALL:

8 August: Daily practices
begin, 3:30-5:30

7th/ 8th Boys

VOLLEYBALL: 7th/sth Girls
8 September, 3:10-4:45

CROSS-COUNTRY:

6-8th grade, boys & girls
8 September, 3:10f 4:45

Office Personnel
541-482-1611

Principal
Mr. Steve Retzlaff

Assistant Principal
Mr. Ken Kigel

Guidance Counselor
Mrs. Jeni Egan
AMS Office Staff
Annette Dahlquist, Registrar
Pam Miller, Attendance
Karin Pasche, Office Manager

Dear Parents & Students,

Welcome Ashland Middle school students and parents to the 2011 -2012 school year. We
hope everyone had a restful and fun vacation and are as excited about the upcoming school
year as we are.

As you may recall from last year, the Ashland School District once again faced difficult
budget challenges for the upcoming school year. At AMS this led to reductions in both
teaching and support staff. In addition, resources for our sports programs were dramatical-
ly reduced and our school supply budgets were reduced by about 25%.

Despite these ongoing challenges, AMS will continue to provide your children with an out-
standing education. With support from the superintendent and school board, the staff and
community have come together to ensure that our sports programs will remain at AMS this
year. Students will continue to have the opportunity to participate in football, volleyball,
basketball, track and cross country. The school budget alone will not sustain these pro-
grams and we are thankful to all the parents who have come forward to form the new AMS
Booster Club. The Booster Club will continue to raise money to help support these pro-
grams throughout the school year. If you are interested in joining or making a donation,
you can find more information on the blue insert page of this newsletter.

As a result of several retirements, leaves of absence, and transfers, we are excited to
welcome the following new staff members to AMS:

Janet Davis Choir PCAT
Hillary Harper Science/Social Studies 6th grade
Angela Johnson PE Rogue
Dan Otte 7/8 Science Shasta
Joanne Pinder PE / Health PCAT
Sarah Powell 7/8 Spanish (1/2 year) Shasta
Annie Tyner 718 Spanish Rogue

In spite of the continuing challenges, AMS once again received an outstanding rating by
the Oregon Department of Education and
No Child Left Behind annual report card.

me t

While we are very proud of the efforts of our staff, we know that these ratings are a result
of our continued collaborative partnership with parents, students and our community.

We want to thank you for your efforts in supporting your students and look forward to
another great year.

Sincerely,

Steve Retzlaff, Principal Ken Kigel, Assistant Principal
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6 September:  8:45-11:30, Orientation for ALL 6th graders and

WEICome BaCk : NEW 7th & 8th graders only

7 September:  8:45-3:10 First full day for ALL students
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTI ONS:
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Monda¥Y¥hur sd&ay45: 10 (first bell rings at: 35)
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| Another school year is about to begin and we would like to share some
'\% valuable information to get your year off to a good start!

» Student Drop  -Off and Pick  -up:

@l AMS and the John Muir school share the same campus which makes for a great deal
of congestion before and after school. If possible, please try to use the school bus, car
pool, walk, or ride bikes, skateboards or scooters to school (saves gas, helps the environment and
provides exercise!).

I f driving, please try to use the parking area that i h
is best for 6th graders. The AMS main parking lot is best for AMS 7th/8th graders and John Muir students.
The old bus ramp on Walker Avenue is available for parent drop  -off and pick -up as well.

The bus ramp for all students is located behind the large gym and should not be used to pick -up students. The
bus area is closed to other traffic when buses are present (7:45 -8:45am; 2:30-3:30pm). After 3:30pm, parents
may park in the bus area to attend events.

Please use extreme caution during our periods of congestion. With our shared campus we have
students of varying ages arriving to and from school each day. Our school start and end times are
staggered in an effort to help alleviate some of the chaos. See below for the times of each school:

John Muir:  8:15-2:45 AMS: 8:45-3:10 (Friday: 9:30 -3:10)
DROPPING OFF STUDENTS SAFELY: Do not drop students off...

AT the bus ramp:  The bus ramp is to remain clear at all times. Please do not use the bus ramp as a drop  -off and/or
pick-up area.

At the cross -walks: This is not a drop -off zone. Please pull into the parking lot to let your child out safely or drop
them off at a less congested area of the street and have them walk to the cross walk.

AMS Campus Supervision Times & Procedures
Campus Supervision starts as scheduled below:

Monday -Thursday: Friday:

7:45am: Library & Cafeteria , open 7:45am: Library & Cafeteria, open
8:10am: Middle Gym & Commons, open 8:30am: Middle Gym & Commons , open
8:15am: Main Hall, open 8:50am: Main Hall, open

Students may go to their lockers when the first bell rings (8:35 a.m. Monday OThursday & 9:20 a.m. Fridays).

Monday O Thursday: Before 8:15A.M.  students must have a pass to see a teacher. If a student does not
have a pass, they may go to the office and request to see a teacher. The office will contact the teacher to see if they
are available. If the teacher is available a pass will be given to the student.

Fridays: Teachers are in morning meetings and will not be available to see students prior to the 9:20 bell.

Student Locker s AMS AUTO DIALER

Students will be assigned |aploakier aPYeddErcre NO%FHE cQ
to use throughout the schogglgiyearan ASurd egytas. erho gl
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i Office Procedures:

AMS Office Hours: 8:00am to 4:00pm

Messages & Deliveries: ltds very difficult to get messages or deliveri

time). If your student has forgotten an item at home and needs you to deliver it to school, please advise them to pick up

their deliveries from the office. You may leave items at either the Attendance Office or Main Office, just communicate to

your student where they should pick it up. Messages are also very difficult to deliver in a timely fashion, so please work

with your child to ensure good communication about appointments and after school plans and save celebrations for after
school . Anot her option is to |l eave a message on your <chi
are also able to use the student phones available in the
there is a family emergency, please call the school office.

Attendance Procedures: Please call the Attendance Office (541 -482-1611, ext. 104) if your student will be late, leaving
early or absent for the day. Also, if your child is leaving campus during school hours or arriving late, they must sign -in
or out at the Attendance Office.

Visiting During the Day: When visiting AMS, please check in at the Main office. Visitors are required to have a
vi sitords pass.

I
0

d
f

e

e

S
i

PowerSchool: Power School allows you to review your childds academi

you wi ||l receive your password and instructions via mai/l

Contacting staff: 541  -482- 1611

If you know the extension of the person you are trying to reach, enter that number at the computer greeting. You can

also enter 0406 to get the staff directory. I f you wish t
any staff member using the following address format: firstname.lastname@ashland.k12.or.us for example,
(karin.pasche@ashland.k12.or.us) . Below are the staff extensions you will most commonly need:

6th Grade TeRadqiee sTeam Shasta Team BELL

Hillary Harper 176 Annie Tyner -spanish 212 Karl Carstensen 0opPe 137 Andy Burt 169
Bonnie McCracken 178 Larry Hansen dmath 205 Karoli Cadarette dsoc.studies 224 Eric Sandrock 170
Gary McNeil 189 Kristi Healy ~3science 211 Jennifer Losinski  dMath 225 Counselin g
Beth Oehler 188 Julie Inada dLanguage Arts 204 Sarah Powell f spanish 215
Karl Pryor 185
Dick Streng 179

Belinda Brown;
Angela Johnson -PE 136

Bob Julian 8social Studes 202 Amy Taylor 8Language Arts 224 jeni B8Egams el ofb

Cul tur al Ar t tegbhbtpsgal Ar t teaOhérse Staff

105 =
Dan Otte dscience 221 Bill Cross., %4 NI

Art 8 Michael Walsh 217 Orchestra i Gerry Pared 219 Annette Dahlquist 8 Registrar 102
Band 3 Jenifer Carstensen 210 Speech & Debate - Wendy Werthaiser 201 Karin Pasche fi Office Manager 103
Choir i Janet Davis 280 WAMS fi Rick Shaw 160 Pam Miller dAttendance Secretary 104
Drama fi Dianna Warner 218 6th Intro to Spanish fi Sandy Brand 167 Ken Kigel 8 Assistant Principal 107
Health/Leadership 8Jaime Haden 162 7th/8th Intro to Chinese fi TBD Steve Retzlaff & Principal 109
Health & 6th PE f Joanne Pinder 166 Abdi Guled fi Youth Advocate 174
AMS Dress Code:  To maintain a positive atmosphere for Cell phones:  During the
learning, we ask that students wear appropriate school school day cell phones must
clothing i underwear and midriffs should be covered; slogans be turned off and kept in
or pictures should not make reference to tobacco, alcohol, drugs, their locker. Students may
sex or be demeaning to any person or group. Additionally, we use cell phones before the
ask that sweatshirt hoods be down during the day. Hats and first bell and after school.

beanies are okay.
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AMS Homework Club

Drama Club fi Fall Play info

The Homework Club is available

to any student as long as they are
working on assignments. This is
not a place to 0]
after school. A few computers are
available for work on assignments
only. Occasionally the Homework
Club may need to be closed; when
possible closures will be posted on the door
several days ahead of time.

p—=

Hours of operation:

7:45i 8:35am. & 3:101 4:00pm.
Monday fi Friday

Location:
Room 30 (6th grade wing)

Donations of microwave popcorn or healthy
snacks are always welcome, but please contact
the coordinator first. Volunteers are also wel-
come.

See you soon!

James Johnson

Academic Support Center Coordinator
james.johnson@ashland.k12.or.us
541-482-1611 x 180
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If you are a nurse &
If you are a nurse that likes kids &

If you are a nurse that likes kids &
have a few extra h
Nursing Volunteers are needed in a
variety of capacities in the school
setting. To learn more about the
opportunities avai

Belinda Brown, RN
541-482-1611 ext 105

AMS EXTRACURRICULAR CLUBS

At AMS we offer a variety of clubs throughout the school
year for students in all grades to join. Please listen to the
announcements for details about when clubs are starting.
See the list below for the various clubs available:

| Chess Club I WAMS Club
Wi | Leadership | Drama Club
%
. t :@ramsB?yvla r e é 1 GardenClub
‘e | Pentagames | Scavenger Hunt
| Science Bowl

*Note some clubs may have a participation/materials fee
apdécholgrshipé vgll |be|available to those unable to pay.

*Note: For students living outside of the Ashland school
district, sports and activities will have a $50.00 fee, with a
$200 maximum for each child and $400 maximum for each
family.


mailto:james.johnson@ashland.k12.or.us
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3 » AMS Orchestra News S )

Welcome to all incoming 6 th graders:

For those 6th graders that are starting in orchestra this year, picking an instrument is very important. You want to choose the
instrument that really oO0sparksdé you. Bel ow you will find a |brie

Violin: _ The smallest in the string instrument family, the violin has the highest notes and a sweet sound. The violin often
plays the melody.

Viola: The viola is the alto or middle voice in the orchestra. Itis a bit larger than the violin and lower in pitch. Its rich
sound supports the orchestra and makes it sound great.

Cello : The cello is large enough that a person sits to play it. The cello frequently plays the bass line due to its low voice bu t
it can take the melody and soar with it.

Bass: The foundation of the orchestra and many people would say the MOST important instrument in the orchestra. The
bass gives the orchestra its tonal center and strength. It is the largest of the stringed instruments and is played standing
up or sitting on a stool. The school will provide basses since they are not available at stores to rent.

The benefits of playing an instrument (other than just péadin FUN
Il earning in the following ways:
EDevelops music skills and afEpeeel apsonoordination skillls
El mproves math/reading skill &l ntroduces a hobby orewprcad(sionn
EDevel ops self assurance, selEReésheempandl eel 6otdivsogpbkkhnlel s
n

EDevel ops cooperation, camaraderie and the art of fAWorkilng T
Stringed instruments are available for rental at Bellwood String Shop (482 -1436) or Cripple Creek (482 -9141). ASD has a
small pool of stringed instruments available for studentsmthat w
Gerry Pare6, our orchestra teacher is available now to help |[you
ment with Gerry at:  gerry.pare@ashland.k12.or.us or call her at home 541 -512-9632.

> 3 AMS Band News > y 0

m Beginning Band Students: Need help deciding what instrument to play?
On the following dates, Mrs. Carstensen will be available to let you try out various instruments and can
’>\\} help you decide which you are best suited for:

Dates & Times:  August 31st & September 1st from 1:30 -3:30pm
Place: AMS Band Room

Note: AMS has a limited supply of instruments available. The school year rental fee is $75 and will be rented

first based on a financial need, and then by availability on a first -come, first -served basis. Instruments can also be
rented from Cripple Creek Music in Ashland, Larryds00Mulsi c
USA-BAND).

Concert Band Students: Hopefully you have all practiced some over the summer and know the needs of
your instruments. If not, then pull out those instruments and get yourself and your instrument ready for

band! Now is the time to make any necessary repairs or obtain any instrument specific supplies you may
need like reeds, instrument cleaning tools, grease, etc...

Please bring your instruments on the first day of band \\ y
and be ready to play some music! \:

—
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W Ashland Schools Foundation w

Get ready for the 3" annual

MONSTER DASH

1-Mile, 5K, and 10K Fun Runs!

The 3™ annual Monster Dash will be held

Saturday, October 29, 2011
Lithia Park

P.-izes'

Costume Contest 9:30am

1-mile Fun Run/Walk 5K & 10K Runs

10:00am 10:45am

The 3™ annual Monster Dash will be held the Saturday before Halloween, in Lithia
Park. We’ve added a 10K run to this year’s event. Come in costume and participate
in our costume contest! Prizes for costume and run winners, and raffle prize drawings
for all registered participants.

Register online at www.ashlandschoolsfoundation.org or pick up a registration form
beginning September 1% at any school office. Forms will also be mailed home to all
students in September. Thanks to a grant from State Farm Insurance agent, Jon
Snowden, a limited number of scholarships for low-income families are available.

The Ashland Kiwanis Club and the Ashland Schools Foundation (ASF) have partnered to present
this fun community event. All profits will support ASF’s grants in the Ashland public schools.

ASF Impact Grants are back!

The Ashland Schools Foundation is delighted to announce that our Impact Grant program is being
restored for the 2011-12 school year! Impact Grants are awarded to classroom teachers for
innovative and enriching classroom-based projects that directly engage students.

$15,000 in grants will be distributed equitably throughout the Ashland public schools, with the first
round of awards announced later in the fall. Talk with your classroom teacher if you have a great

idea for a hands-on student project.
Thank you donors!

Go online: www.ashlandschoolsfoundation.orqg, or call 541-482-8197 for more info about ASF.




AMS Cafeteria News

Dear Parents/Guardians,

As you think about preparing for back -to-school, we would like to invite you to come have lunch with us and
meet BOB.l t 6s hard to thi nk swobuemissignasudsupportithe edgcatipnal process of the students
in our district by providing fresh, high  -quality meals. In order to achieve this goal  we are introducing the Bottomless
Offering Bar (BOB ) to go with every lunch purchased. The menu will still incorporate made  -from -scratch items several
times a week beginning with the first menu of the year. At AMS we will also be provided with fresh veggies from the
AMS/IMS garden as they are available seasonally.

This year we are required by federal mandate to raise the price of lunch by $0.10, so lunch will now cost $2.60.

Breakfast prices wild.l remain the same at $1.50. The 0O0secd
their students meal accounts will continue: if students are still hungry after eating all of their lunch, they will be
directed to get seconds (and thirds if they like) from BOB. If they would still like to purchase a second meal they will

need parental permission. This will need to be communicated by the parent to the Cafeteria Manager by filling out the
form available from the cafeteria.

We are fortunate enough to live in an area with several local farms and we will be striving to introduce more of
that local produce into our menus and our Bottomless Offering Bar _ throughout the year. Feel free to call or email me
with any questions, ideas, or concerns you might have. For updated information throughout the year, please visit us on
the district website.

Sincerely,
Gema Soto Contact info: 541 -482-2811 ext. 116
Nutrition Services Director gema.soto@ashland.k12.or.us
Lunch Accounts Your children may be eligible for
/a {m Full stomachs produce FREE or REDUCED- PRICE meals
an higher achievement.

\We encourage all families to investigate the possibility by filling out

a Breakfast  $1.50 L L
an application. There are several ways to get an application:

a Lunch $2.60

a Milk $ .50 it purchased separately E Print one from the district website /

Prepayment is the best way to fund E Fill one out electronically

your childds | unch| acc@nkmavailable dn ditedt Website)

payments are also accepted. You EPick one up at your sch 0oT 6s o
can add money or track your

studentds lunch ad¢ount by going to

www.mymealtime.com and creating | [The demographic information you provide is also used to allocate

@ profile. You will need your students | Imore federal dollars into our classrooms to help support learning.
ID number available from the cafete-
ria. When students have no funds in - . i
their account they will only be Visit our website at: www.ashland.k12.or.us

al l owed to ochar gg¢ anhdvalicklom Feol Services under the Departments menu.

nd

ffoi

When their account is over the limit
they will be provided an emergency
meal with milk and items from  BOB.
Additionally, a follow up call will be
made to notify you of their lunch
account status. Low and negative
balance messages will be sent out
via email.

Save your BOX TOPS for AMS.
Last year we earned $482.00
and we can do better!!!
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2011 -12 Annual AHERA notification:

Uncontrolled asbestos contamination in buildings can be a significant environmental and public health problem. Both the publ ic and private
sectors have been dealing with the asbestos issue for many years. In 1986, Congress enacted the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Re  sponse ACT
(AHERA) primarily to require school districts to identify asbestos -containing materials (ACM) in their school buildings and take appropriate
actions to control the release of asbestos fibers. In 1987, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) finalized a regul atory program
which enforces the AHERA.

In compliance with the AHERA regulations, we had our school facilities inspected by an EPA accredited building inspector. Dur ing the inspec-
tion, samples were taken of building materials suspected of containing asbestos. The results of the inspection and laboratory analysis of the
samples confirmed the presence of ACM in portions of the school facilities. It is important to note that these materials are in a form and

condition that does not pose an imminent health threat to students, faculty or employees.

With confirmation of the presence of ACM, an Asbestos Management Plan was developed for our schools by an EPA accredited mana gement
planner. The Management Plan includes the inspection and physical assessment reports, the training program for our custodial and mainte-
nance personnel, the plans and procedures to be followed to minimize disturbance of the asbestos  -containing materials, and a pro gram for regu-
lar surveillance of the ACM. Every three years, are -inspection by an accredited inspector must be conducted on all friable and  non-friable
known or assumed asbestos containing building materials (ACBM) to determine whether the condition of the ACBM has changed and to make
recommendations on managing or removing the ACBM. Thisre  -inspection occurred most recently in January of 2009, with the next 3 year re -
inspection scheduled to occur in December of 2011.

During -thes@iB®ddl year, periodic surveillance inspectimgisawhddt @ cand etver
action is need#d. scbBbool ngomhai A@hm@stbaws | ding mat eBi at soé AEBneweaey o @mopy
ti on HeTlSMa)n; El ement aryroom, kitchen alnidncsdlang eE lamasean tpa fpiei d&venlséue iralt it hogisnmg alipSa ir) |
amounts of floor til éAs hilmnhia IMi walae l&eerch ooodl@am samdmgym pipe insulation (TSI
classAsbmand Hi gh Sch:oofll cEnrgltiislhe Baenide avicheigt Baw i dbuelci tin ldtpanmeas;ie tnie @ $ cBu il lichigng i | e
insulation (TSI); small amounts of transite in boypabhdrdd ngirl s Asatl mmao B
not have any scheduled asbestos abat-AmgonstpBtjel2082foasibwvevperi edebpédBaj
occur in the course of maintaining the buildings.

For further details on the | ocations of the remainitrlig AAORMtors dia ntalge meal
facilities department during regular office hours.es eGparydiSn g kt hes pluan dsh
to him atl6R5641) 482



