
Calendar of Events  A letter from the Principals  

NOVEMBER 

6 Nov: Change your clock! 

11 Nov:  Veterans Day (no school) 

14 Nov:  Afterschool Ski & Snowboard 
           Registration, 6PM Commons 

15 Nov.  AMS Orchestra Concert  
            @7:00PM, AHS Theatre    

17, 18 Nov:  AMS Fall Play performances 
      @7:30PM, AMS Commons 

21 Nov:  Afterschool Ski & Snowboard 
           Registration, 6PM Commons 

23-25 Nov: THANKSGIVING Break 

29 Nov:  Parent Night @7PM, AMS Library 
    Topic: Social Mediað Tips, Tricks, and Tales 

DECEMBER 

 2 Dec:  ASF PERK UP  for Students!              
          Noble Coffee Roasters 

14 Dec: AMS Band Concert @7PM, Lg. Gym 

19 Dec. ð  2 Jan. WINTER Break 

JANUARY 

 3 Jan:  7/8 Girlôs Basketball begins 

 5 Jan:  Afterschool ski program 1st night 

6 Jan:  ASF PERK UP  for Students!              
          Boulevard Coffee 

12 Jan:  Parent Night @7PM, AMS Library 
              Topic: Making Smart Choicesð                                   
                            The Brain at this age 

12 Jan: Afterschool ski program 2nd night 

16 Jan: MLK Day, no school 

19 Jan: Afterschool ski program 3rd night 

26 Jan:  Afterschool ski program 4th night 

26, 27 Jan: In-Service days, no school 

FEBRUARY 

 2 Feb: Last afterschool ski program night 

3 Feb:  ASF PERK UP  for Students!              
          Little Shop of Bagels  
 
 

Dear Families, 

Weôve had a great start to this school year and November 22 marks the end of Trimester 1.  
As many of you know, your student will receive not only letter grades at the end of each  
grading period, but also a copy of their Standards-Based Proficiency Report.   

What is a Standards -Based Proficiency Report?   

A Standards-Based Proficiency Report reflects what a student knows or can do, and at what 
level of proficiency.   Ashland Middle School Standards-Based Proficiency Reports include 
proficiency levels on Essential Learnings and Supportive Learnings at three possible levels 
(Mastery, Proficiency, or Not Yet Proficient).     

 How is a letter grade different from a Standards -Based Proficiency Report 
score?   

A letter grade  represents the overall percentage of points earned during the course of a 
trimester on assignments and includes points for attendance, attitude, behavior, completion 
of practice work and homework, student skills, personal management, participation, and/or 
citizenship.   A Standards -Based Proficiency Report  score  reflects purely what a  
student knows or can do.  

 How will Standards -Based Proficiency Reporting help my student?   

Standards-Based Proficiency Reports, along with content standards and well-written  
Essential Learnings Rubrics: 1. help focus students and teachers on the most important skills 
and knowledge; 2. better communicate to students and parents how students can succeed on 
assignments; and 3. inform students, teachers, and parents about adjustments that can be 

made to improve student learning.ΟΟ 

Why are proficiency scores and Essential Learning Rubrics important?  

Essential Learning Rubrics make teacher expectations as clear as possible.  As educational 
researcher John Hattie points out, ñEmphasizing accurate calibration is more effective than 
rewarding improved performance.  Teachers need to provide opportunities for students to be 
involved in predicting their performance; clearly making the learning intentions and success 
criteria transparent.ò   

However, you donôt have to wait until the end of the trimester to view these reports!  You can 
access and view your studentôs current progress on their Standards-Based Proficiency Report 
everyday by clicking on the Standards  Grades tab.  And new this year , you can easily view 
which assignments were linked to which Supportive Learnings by clicking on the icon 
in their class list of assignments in PowerSchool. 

Thank you for your continued support and interest in this work!  

 
Sincerely,  

 
 

 
 
Steve Retzlaff, Principal            Katherine Holden, Assistant Principal  

 



AMS Clubs:  Currently available as follows 

Homework Club:  7:40ñ8:35 AM and 3:15 ñ4:00 PM, in room 17  
The Homework Club is available to any student as long as they are working on assignments.  This is not a 

place to ôjust hang outõ after school.  Stuck on an assignment?  Come check us out and let us assist you. 

Thanks also to those of you that have donated nutritious snacks.  If you have more questions contact:  

James Johnson at 541 -482 -1611 x 3167; j ames.johnson@ashland.k12.or.us 

 
 

 

 YEARBOOK Club:  
 7th/8th graders during lunch every GOLD Day in the WAMS room  
 Come see how you can get involved and help make the 2016 -17 yearbook     

 better than ever! For more information contact:  

 Ben Wood at 541 -482 -1611  x 3160; ross.wood@ashland.k12.or.us 

 
 

 

AMS 6th Grade Leadership: 8:30 ñ 9:15 AM on Fridays with Abdi in the Student Lounge.  This clubõs 
goal is to help students learn skills that make them better leaders among their peers. Come join the fun and 

make friends.  

 Contact:  Mrs. Haden, at 541 -482 -1611 x 3218; jamie.haden@ashland.k12.or.us or Youth Advocate,  

     Abdi Guled, at 541 -482 -1611 x 3174; abdiaziz.guled@ashland.k12.or.us 

 

Chess Club:  Join your friends for a game of chess during your lunch in the upper library.  
 

 

Drama Club: The drama club produces a Fall play and a Spring musical every year and all students are 

welcome.  For more information about the AMS Drama Club and their future productions, like the Spring Musical, 

contact the director:  Dianna Warner at 541 -821-1305; dianna.warner@gmail.com 
 

 

Lunch Time Art Studio:  Daily during 1st lunch  
Do you love to create? Mrs. Boyd would love to invite you to join the AMS òLunch Time ART studio.ó  Bring  

your lunch, your music, and friends to the art room during lunch.  Join the fun in making art and sharing your 

creativity. For more information contact:  Mrs. Boyd at 541 -482 -1611 x3217; christine.boyd@ashland.k12.or.us   

 

AMS Brainiacs Club:  8:15ñ9:00 AM on Fridays in room 17 (appropriately, the Academic Support Center)  
If you enjoy academic competitions, or would like to find out what they are like, thereõs a club at AMS just for 

you. The AMS Brainiacs meet once a week to have mental fun, going brain to brain amongst ourselves using the 

various academic competition formats (Brain Bowl, Science Bowl, Quiz Bowl, etc). Students are welcome to come 

just for the fun of the challenge or to get their minds in shape for an upcoming academic competition. Students 

are not required to participate or be on any of the organized academic competition teams.  Bring your favorite 

calculator.  For more information contact: James Johnson, 541 -482 -1611 x 3167; 

james.johnson@ashland.k12.or.us 

 

AMS Jugglers: 1st Lunch every Tuesday with Mr.Saturen in room 306, on the Aspen Team.   

All 7th and 8th graders are welcome to join the fun!  

 

mailto:james.johnson@ashland.k12.or.us


The Middle School Brain Bowl is part of SOUõs Youth Programs 

and is a quiz-style academic competition. Students in grades 6-8 

form a team that competes in in weekly games with teams from 

Southern Oregon schools, similar to athletic competitions.  Ques-

tions are designed to be more challenging as each week passes.  

The broad range of topics listed below encourage teamwork, as 

few individual students are strong in all topics. Quickness and  

willingness to take a risk are also important factors. 

Topics:  Mathematics Science  Social Studies  

               Geography Language Arts General knowledge 

               Fine Arts  Literature  

Tuesday practices begin on November 7th, during lunch and are 

open to all students.   The weekly competition season runs from 

mid January to March, followed by a semi-final week and finals  

on SOPTV in April.   

Meets take place during the school day, so students should be  

prepared to stay current in their classes and make up missed 

work each week.  

We are proud to say that AMS has reached the semi-finals every 

year but one since 2011, and we won the championship in 2013 

and 2014.  The past two years we have had high participation 

rates and formed two complete teams.  Come check us out and 

see if this is a good fit for you. 

For more information, please contact the AMS coach:            

James Johnson in room 17, at 541-482-1611 x 3167, or 

james.johnson@ashland.k12.or.us 

AMS BRAIN BOWL SEASON 

Begins November 7th 

The AMS boys season has already started and the girls 

basketball season is just around the corner  ...is your 

daughter cleared to play?  

The ONLINE registration can be found on the district 

website at: www.ashland.k12.or.us .  Once you are there, 

choose Ashland Middle School, then click on the athletics 

tab and  follow the procedures to register.  

Girls Basketball:   7th & 8th Graders  

 Starts:  January 3rd,  

 Daily practice from 3:15 ñ4:45pm 

$10 Sports Physicals  are available to AMS students 

at the Ashland High Health Center.  They are open 

every school day from 7:45 ñ3:30.  Call 541 -482-7677 

to make an appointment.  

 

P.S.  The AMS Track season starts in March and you 

can also register online to participate in track.  

AMS Interscholastic Sports 

AMS is alive with music!  
Do you know that the latest brain research 

shows that playing an instrument is one of 

the best things you can do to get your 

brain activated? And playing an instrument 

with others is just plain FUN!  We hope by 

now you are hearing your student musicians practicing at home 

and improving.  We are looking forward to sharing their progress 

with you during the upcoming concert season. 

Kids love an audience!   

So we would like to invite you to attend our school and 

community performances as shown below: 

Nov. 5 & 6:   

YSSO (Youth Symphony of Southern Oregon) Fall 2016 Concert 

Series (www.ysso.org) Attend a concert and support the 22 Ashland 

School District string players and band members that participate.  

Visit their website for all the details: info@ysso.org   

November 15:   

AMS Orchestra Concert, 7:00 PM  @AHS Theatre 

December 14:   

AMS Winter Band Concert  and AMS Art Show 

7:00 PM @AMS Large Gym 

P.S.  Do you know that AMS has 261 students taking band or 

orchestra?  That is almost half of our student enrollment at 

AMS.   

Bike and Skateboard Security at AMS 

We would like to remind everyone (as stated in the  

student handbook) that the school does not assume  

responsibility for student property in lockers or any other place 

on campus.   

As you may know, Ashland has a high bike theft problem and 

AMS is not immune.  Every year we have bikes stolen that 

have been locked-up outside at the bike racks and left  

overnight.   When your plans change and your child is not   

going to ride their bike or skateboard home, it is highly  

recommended that you make plans to come get the bike or 

skateboard in order to avoid any problems.  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.immobilise.com%2Fcontent%2Fimg%2Farticles%2Flocking.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.immobilise.com%2Farticles%2Fbikesecurity&docid=5nAARR2dw0s54M&tbnid=8eSGLZHc8LAXpM%3A&w=248&h=213&safe=strict&bih=9


News from the AMS Library Media Center 

 LIBRARY DATABASE ACCESS:  

 Please go to:www.ashland.k12.or.us    

    Ashland Middle School  Library 

     The library catalog is Destiny. 

OSLIS (Oregon School Library Information System)  

http://www.oslis.org/         

OSLIS is the most important research and information data-

base in our library.   It is also accessible at home through the 

library website. 

          User Name:   Ashland   Password:      oslis   

OSLIS has a wealth of primary sources in current magazines, 

newspapers, e-book reference sources and much more. Data-
bases include Research in Context, Opposing Viewpoints in 
Context, and U.S. History in context. 
 

World Book Online: User name:  soesd 

   Password:    Worldbook 

  

PBIS in action at AMS!   

(Positive Behavior Intervention Systems)  

Have you heard about the PBIS program at AMS?  This 

schoolwide program helps us emphasize and encourage 

positive student behavior.  We equip all AMS Staff with  

òGotchaó tickets to give out to students when they are 

òcaughtó being Safe, Respectful or Responsible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The students are able to use these tickets in exchange 

for fun privileges, shop at the student store and enter 

into school wide prize drawings.   We are working with 

local vendors for prize donations like, Ski Ashland tick-

ets, YMCA passes, Pizzas, Subway, Family Fun Center 

and more. If you have a great prize to donate we would 

greatly appreciate your donations to support our PBIS 

program. 

Donations can be left with Karin in the main office.  

aaaBE SAFE^aBE RESPECTFULa B̂E RESPONSIBLE^^  ̂

 

GOTCHA!  
 

You were caught being  

SAFE, RESPECTFUL, OR RESPONSIBLE  

 
Name:________________________________________________ 

 

aaaBE SAFE^aBE RESPECTFULa B̂E RESPONSIBLE^^  ̂

AMS will again participate in the Oregon Battle of the Books (OBOB) competition 
this year.  OBOB is a statewide voluntary reading motivation and comprehension 
program sponsored by the Oregon Association of School Libraries and this year, the 
AMS program is generously supported by an ASF grant.  The mission of the program 
is to encourage and recognize students who enjoy reading, to broaden reading      
interests, to increase reading comprehension, promote academic excellence, and to 
promote cooperative learning and teamwork among students.  Last year, 13 teams 

competed for the honor of representing AMS at the regional competition. 
This year, teams will start forming in early December and an OBOB INC class will be offered winter         
trimester.  Any interested students should stop by the AMS Library and pick up a form from Karl or Debbie. 

Karl Pryor         karl.pryor@ashland.k12.or.us 
Teacher Librarian        541-482-1611 ext 3200 

Save  

BOX  

TOPS  
for  

AMS.  

http://www.ashland.k12.or.us
http://www.oslis.org/
mailto:karl.pryor@ashland.k12.or.us


 

            

  Mt. Ashland After School  

          Ski & Snowboard  

        Program  
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AMS Ski & Snowboard nights are on the 

following Thursday nights:  

Jan. 5, 12, 19, 26 & Feb. 2  

The various programs offered in this newsletter are distributed to Ashland School District students as a courtesy to parents per board policy.  Ashland School District does 

not endorse or sponsor community activities including any described in this flyer. If you have questions regarding this policy, please contact your studentôs principal. 



 

AMS Drama Club  

proudly presents their production of  

 

òThe Secret Life of Middle Schoolersó 

òThe Baloney, the Pickle, the Zombies 

& other Things I hide from my Motheró 

òRainbows vs Bunnies: Annihilationó 

By Bradley Walton 

Directed by Dianna Warner 
 

November 17 & 18, 2016 

7:30PM in the AMS Commons 

Admission is $8.00 per person at the door 

For more information,  

contact Dianna Warner at  

dianna.warner@ashland.k12.or.us  
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